
upon was the Paris to Cambridge Rail 
Trail, built along the river on the former 
Lake Erie and Northern Railway line. 
So, we went for a walk. A beautiful, 
rejuvenating walk along the Grand River. 
I was already falling in love with Paris 
and we hadn’t gotten there yet. 

Stop #4: Downtown Paris It’s 
everything that people say it is! 
Downtown Paris is nestled down in the 
valleys of the Grand and Nith rivers that 
flow through it. We had a copy of the 
Daytripper (which also greeted us at the 
entrance of many shops) and our first 
stop was John Hall’s Store. It was like 
going back in time. They sell a lot of 
quality linens, towels, bedding, etc., and 
we stocked up, but it’s the aura of the 
place that is so striking. Original doors 
and wooden floors, wares hanging from 
a ceiling that must be at least 20’ tall 
and a window at the back where you 
can look out over where the building 
drops off to the Grand river below. It was 
stunning! By this point we were starving 
and were very lucky to get an outside 
table at Stillwaters Plate & Pour. This 
was listed in the magazine, but John 
Hall also strongly suggested it. It was a 
wondrous spring day and here we were 
having lunch on the rooftop patio of this 
restaurant, overlooking the town. From 
our table there was a gorgeous view of 
a dam and railroad bridge that must 
have caught the eye of many artists over 
the years. And the food was great. We 
were lucky to get in though - I’d make 
reservations if you’re planning to dine 
here.

From there we went on a mission to 
take in the main street shops. Lisa fell in 
love with The Peddlar and had to bring 
stuff back to the truck after shopping 
there. We also found Green Heron 
Books, a cheese shop called A Swiss 
In Paris, and Chocolate Sensations 
which is pretty hard to beat when it 
come to chocolate. There are so many 
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This is a trip that Lisa and I had been 
wanting to take for a while. We hope 
you enjoy it as much as we did.

Stop #1: Crossroads Antique 
Market, Cainsville is in the SE corner of 
Brantford and it’s not big but is very easy 
to get to, just a few minutes off Hwy. 
#403. It’s not really a town anymore but 

is a built up area and happens to feature 
a huge antique market. We started this 
trip here and could have stayed in this 
sprawling market for hours on end. 
There are over 90 vendors here, so 
whatever you might be interested in 
you’re likely to find. I saw that on their 
ad it says “For Everyone Who Loves a 
Great Treasure Hunt,” and that sums it 
up pretty well.

Stop #2: Robert Hall Originals, St. 
George To be honest, we weren’t sure 
where we were going after Cainsville 
until we left the market. We haven’t 
spent a lot of time in these parts, and 
we could have easily turned toward 
Caledonia, Port Dover, or Dundas and 
Hamilton’s Ottawa Street (all of which 
are on our list) but Paris was on the top 
of Lisa’s list and that was fine with me. 
On the way we made a point to get to 
Robert Hall Originals and you have to 
come here if you haven’t been.

St. George is a very nice, quaint town 
and we’ll have to get back there another 

time, but this shop is on the western 
edge of the town in more of an industrial 
area. We weren’t expecting this and 
wondered for a moment if our GPS 
was taking us for a tour, but all doubts 
went away once we stepped into this 
glorious showroom of Pewter designs 
and jewellery, but also of absolutely 
fabulous rocks, fossils and minerals. 
It’s like two fascinating places in one, 
but then there are also one-of-a-kind 
wood pieces, craft supplies and more, 
not to mention the friendliest people 
you’ll ever meet. They host shows and 
events and even have an annual pewter 
Christmas ornament. You have to make 
a point of coming here.

Stop #3: The Grand River Lisa and 
I do an awful lot of Daytripping and 
I’ve worked almost everywhere at one 
point, but neither of us had been to 
Paris, Ontario. We’ve never been to 
Paris, France either, but this one was 
much closer. We took a winding road 
here from Robert Hall’s that led us along 
the Grand River where we noticed a trail 
head, complete with a map of the trail 
system. The portion we’d stumbled 
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good shops that it’s hard to remember 
them all. Lisa spent some time in 
ladies clothing stores, while I wandered 
through other doors including Sales 
Decorating to get some ideas for the 
house. From The Attic was a very cool 
shop and the Arlington Hotel, which 
anchors the downtown on one end is 
quite the place. We weren’t staying the 
night this time, but this would be the 
place to go. Wincey Mills Market had 
opened not too long before our visit 
and this is another perfect excuse to 
visit Paris. It’s an old mill that’s been 
completely renovated and has become a 
very ‘open’ space for vendors including 
artisans, farm markets, a butcher, etc. 
You can also sit down and have a fresh 
meal here. It’s a very impressive place.

Stop #5: Mary Maxim I was going to 
sit in the car for this one, maybe read 
the Hockey News on my phone. There 
was something about Mary Maxim 
that I didn’t think would be quite guy-
worthy, but Lisa talked me into going in. 
This is a pretty cool place. I don’t knit or 
sew or do needlepoint but I can see why 
the ladies drive for miles to get here. 
What really surprised me is how many 
interesting things I found here that I 
never would have expected. There are 
plenty of gifts and such, but then there 
are what could best be described as 
“Things you’d see on TV Commercials.” 
They had a lot of those odd and assorted 
items you might order over the phone 
and get one free by ordering now. If the 
Ginzu knife was still in style, it would be 
here. Lisa loved the place and promised 
to return for an annual tent sale they 
have each summer.

Stop #6: Paris Road Antiques & 
Camp 31 You’ll find these two places 
just on the edge of town. Paris Road 
Antiques is a large and very cool shop in 
the old garage at the back of a Michele 

Kopp’s home. She has 
a very nice collection of 
antiques for sale and was a 
delight to meet. We highly 
recommend coming here. 
Camp 31 is a restaurant 
famous for it’s chicken & 
ribs, but they also go in 
competitions all over North 
America. I joked with Lisa 
that I needed to re-assert 
my manhood, and nothing 
will do that like eating good old Southern 
cooking with my hands. I had a hunch 
that this place would be great and it was 
just that!

We headed for home with enough 
leftovers for lunch the next day and a 
cooler filled with chocolate and cheese. 
Another great trip was in the books, with 
lots of conversation and music along the 
way. We usually find that we could have 
taken in different stops, and on the way 
home we like to talk about the ones we 
missed and where we need to go next. 

That wasn’t so much the case here - we 
covered Paris pretty well – but one of 
the next trips will be back to this area. If 
there’s one that got away it might have 
been the chance to go canoeing on the 
Grand River, or to Grand River Dinner 
Cruises, which was not far away from 
Cainsville. We’re already planning to get 
back for another daytrip.

Publishers’ Note: Candela, which is 
also on this page, wouldn’t have been 
open when you made this trip, but would 
be a good addition.
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Paris Road Antiques
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